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merce, codes, arts, letters'? The early history shows
it, as the musician plays the air which he proceeds to
conceal in a tempest of variations. In Alfred, in the
Northmen, one may read the genius of the English
society, namely, that private life is the place of honour.
Glory, a career, and ambition, words familiar to the
longitude of Paris, are seldom heard in English speech.
Nelson wrote from their hearts his homely telegraph,
"England expects every man to do his duty."

For actual service, for the dignity of a profession,
or to appease diseased or inflamed talent, the army
and navy may be entered (the worst boys doing well
in the navy); and the civil service, in departments
where serious official work is done; and they hold in
esteem the barrister engaged in the severer studies
of the law. But the calm, sound, and most British
Briton shrinks from public life, as charlatanism, and
respects an economy founded on agriculture, coal-
mines, manufactures, or trade, which secures an inde-
pendence through the creation of real values.

They wish neither to command nor obey, but to be
kings in their own houses. They are intellectual and
deeply enjoy literature; they like well to have the
world served up to them in books, maps, models, and
every mode of exact information, and, though not
creators in art, they value its refinement. They are
ready for leisure, can direct and fill their own day, nor
need so much as others the constraint of a necessity.
But the history of the nation discloses, at every turn,
this original predilection for private independence,
and, however this inclination may have been dis